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World Rehabilitation Fund (WRF)
Transforming Disability into Possibility
2021   Project Profiles Summary       
                                                                                                                                      Naya’s story
Since its inception in 1955, World Rehabilitation Fund has helped to serve more than 4 million persons with disabilities in over 150 countries. [image: ]
Naya Hatem Al Abdullah is 5 years old girl born in Lebanon of Syrian Parents, who contacted the WRF in regard to their daughter’s condition. An assessment and diagnoses were undertaken that revealed that she had severe hearing impairment that was affecting her speech and her cognitive development. The project provided hearing aid which dramatically improved her hearing and communication ability and enabled her to enroll in school. Naya’s parents expressed great satisfaction for this assistance.
 


WRF’s mission is to enable individuals around the world with functional limitations and participation restrictions to achieve community and social integration through physical and socio-economic rehabilitation and advocacy; and to prevent disability and reduce disadvantage.  
As Howard A. Rusk, MD, the founder of WRF, expressed, “to believe in rehabilitation is to believe in humanity.”  WRF maintains this humanitarian spirit today and bases its mission on the belief that all people, regardless of disability, have the right to participate fully in their communities, and to attain education and viable employment.  

Today, WRF continues its work to deliver support to persons with disabilities. 


[bookmark: _Hlk114558080]This report provides summary of WRF’s work and impact in the past year in Lebanon, Guyana, and Santiago de Querétaro, México.



         WRF is a 501(c)3 charitable organization registered in the State of New York.      
World Rehabilitation Fund, Inc.
16 East 40th Street, Suite 700
 New York, NY 10016 
www.worldrehabfund.org 
admin@worldrehabfund.org                                                                           
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Description automatically generated]WRF continues the effective and efficient implementation of its Project titled “Filling Assistance Gaps in Basic Rehabilitation Services for Refugees from Syria with Disabilities and their Peers in Host Communities in Lebanon”.  
Despite the challenges associated with:
Increasing devaluation of the national currency (Lebanese Lira); socio-economic, and political crises that continues to unfold and expand since October 2019; emerging and escalating fuel and electricity shortages; and constant disruption of transportation systems, communication networks, and supply chains. 
With support from the United States Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM), WRF was able to provide person-specific and tailored direct assistance to 5,075 Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) and persons with temporary functional limitations (PTFL) in need all over Lebanon and implement architectural accessibility modifications for 24 community service entities to reduce physical barriers to safe accessibility to PWDs. WRF also was able to conduct interventions concerning issues on disability, rehabilitation, and inclusion.  Additionally, front-line WRF staff provided counselling in the areas of psychosocial and mental health, self-care and home care, health promotion, disease prevention.  Follow-up services regarding these issues were provided. Assisted beneficiaries in need, through its referral system, by connecting them with local and international NGOs and service providers in Lebanon that offer assistance services.
  Assistance services included:
· Prosthetic and Orthotic Devices
· Rehabilitation Aids, Self-Care Supplies & Special Rehabilitation Devices
· Physical, Occupational, and Respiratory Therapy
· Hearing Aids and guidance and Initiation to Speech Therapy
· Prescription Eyeglasses and Low Vision Aids
· Basic Barrier-Free Home and Car Modifications
The assisted beneficiaries included 2,619 refugees from Syria, 2,345 Lebanese from host communities, and 111 from other nationalities. As for the type of disability, 2,078 (40.9%) suffered from vision impairments, 2,081 (41%) from physical impairments or disabilities, 285 (5.6%) from hearing impairments, 80 from intellectual disabilities (1.6%), 32 from Autism (0.6%), and 519 (10.2%) from multiple disabilities. 2,583 (50.9%) of these beneficiaries were below 18 years of age.
In 2021, the program provided 2,107 eyeglasses and other vision correction, 1,761 rehabilitation aids and self/home care supplies, 484 physical, occupational and/or respiratory therapy, 284 hearing aids, 125 prosthetics and 305 orthotic devices, 136 special rehabilitation devices such as special wheelchairs and patient lifters, 19 barrier-free home and automobile adaptations.  In 2022, WRF continued its work providing prosthetic and orthotic devices and rehabilitation services to persons with disabilities.
In addition, WRF-Lebanon supports the strengthening and expanding of six Community-based Rehabilitation (CBR) service programs that covered 8 different geographic areas in Lebanon. Provide partner organizations with capacity building, staff coaching and mentoring, develop and execute public awareness and advocacy activities concerning the needs and rights of persons with disabilities, participate in nation-wide coordination efforts aimed at assisting persons with disabilities and the needs of Syrian refugees.
WRF Lebanon has been a leader in the coordination among local and international humanitarian agencies concerned with assisting Syrian refugees and persons from Lebanese host communities with disabilities through steering the Disability and Older Age Working Group which was formed in June 2013.
2021 Short Term Projects
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]In Guyana, WRF and its partner, ProsthetiKa Inc., provided four state-of-the-art training at the Ptolemy Reid Rehabilitation Center (PRRC), the only physical rehabilitation center in the nation of Guyana. The Training included proper fabrication and fitting techniques and enhancement of occupational therapy services for patients.  Special attention was paid, at the request of the Center, to the needs of patients with scoliosis. During this year training, 18 persons with a variety of conditions were provided assistive devices and appropriate occupational therapy.
 México – WRF and ProsthetiKa also joined forces for a similar effort at the CRIMAL Rehabilitation Center in Santiago de Querétaro, México, the only facility of its kind in the entire state of Querétaro, a state with a population of 2.3 million. Rehabilitation experts from the United States assisted the staff at CRIMAL in treating 22 cases selected by CRIMAL as presenting difficult problems.  Eleven of the cases were above the knee amputees and five below the knee. There also were 2 below elbow amputees, 1 partial foot amputee, 1 hemipelvectomy patient (patient suffered amputation to remove tumor leaving him, in effect, with an above the knee amputation), and 1 congenital PFFD (birth defect causing malformation resulting in one leg being longer than other).   
In addition to providing comfortable prostheses for these patients, physical therapists at the center were trained in the use of these devices.  
To believe in rehabilitation is to believe in humanity. 
Howard A. Rusk, MD,
Founder, World Rehabilitation Fund

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff of the World Rehabilitation Fund, thank you for supporting the work of the World Rehabilitation Fund. 
 
Your collaboration allows us to reach vulnerable communities around the world and help transform disability into possibility.

Thank you for your support.

To find out more about WRF and how you can help, please visit: www.worldrehabfund.org or call 212.532.6000
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HOW WE SPEND YOUR MONEY 

In the fiscal year 6-30-2021, 87% of our expenditure was allocated to program activities.
· Programs: 87%
· General & Administrative: 12%
· Fundraising: 1%
WRF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Committee
Chairman
Richard A. Drucker

Vice Chair
Marilyn Moffat Salant, PT, Ph.D, FAPTA

Treasurer
Stephen D. Heyman

Emilie Pryor   ·   Samuel F. Pryor, IV 
Kristjan T. Ragnarsson, MD.  
Steven R. Flanagan, M.D

WRF President Emeritus, Advisory Board
Jack Victor, Ph.D.
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